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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   C Amen. 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   C He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

P  Christ suffered once for our sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring us to God.  

C  He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.  

P  He has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand.    

C Angels, authorities, and powers have been subjected to 
Him. (1 Peter 3:18, 22) 

 

OPENING SONG:       “Living Waters”  
 

Are you thirsty? Are you empty? 
Come and drink these living waters 
Tired and broken, peace unspoken 

Rest beside these living waters 

Christ is calling; find refreshing at the cross of living waters 
Lay your life down; all the old gone 

Rise up in these living waters 

Chorus There's a river that flows with mercy and love 
Bringing joy to the city of our God 

There our hope is secure; do not fear anymore 
Praise the Lord of living waters 

Spirit moving, mercy washing healing in these living waters 
Lead your children to the shoreline-life is in these living waters 

Chorus then Bridge Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh 

Are you thirsty? Are you empty? 
Come and drink these living waters 

Love forgiveness, vast and boundless 
Christ He is our living waters Chorus 

Ending There our hope is secure 
Do not fear anymore 

Praise the Lord of living waters 
CCLI Song # 7063743 Ed Cash | Kristyn Getty © 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing) Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License # 355572 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P  Brothers and sisters: Even as it draws to a close, the Easter 
season echoes with the good news of our Saviour’s resurrection. 
His suffering for our sins, and His resurrection from the dead, 
have saved us. Come, let us both remember and confess our need 
for His salvation. (silence for reflection)  

 

P  Gracious Father,  

C  We are in no position to save ourselves. At best, our own 
efforts may scrub off some of the more obvious outward 
expressions of our sin. But our hearts remain far from You. 
We depend on You to take the initiative, and to draw us to 
Yourself through Your Word and Spirit.   

 So: Forgive us, Father, for Jesus’s sake. He is the reason we 
have hope. For He suffered, once, for our sins. Though He 
was perfectly righteous, He suffered for us who are perfectly 
unrighteous, in order to bring us to You. Because of Him, 
wash away our sin. Give us the gift of a clean conscience, 
even as we anticipate that day when You will judge the 
world. (1 Peter 3:18, 21; Acts 17:24, 30)  

P  Jesus promises in today’s Gospel that because He lives, we also 
will live. On that day when He returns to lead us home, neither 
sin nor death will have any power over us anymore. Do you 
believe that this is true, because of Christ’s suffering and 
resurrection for you?   

C  Yes, I believe. 

P  On the basis of this, your confession: In the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C  Amen. 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   

C  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
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SONG OF PRAISE:   “More Precious Than Silver”  

Chorus 1  Lord You are more precious than silver 
Lord You are more costly than gold 

Lord You are more beautiful than diamonds 
And nothing I desire compares with You 

Verse: And who can weigh the value of knowing You 
Oh who can judge the worth of Who You are 

Lord who can count the blessing of loving You 
Who can say just how great You are 

How great You are repeat song 
Lynn DeShazo © 1982 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) CCLI355572 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.        C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, You are the giver of all that is good. Grant us 

Your Spirit of truth, so that we may think those things that are 
right and, by Your merciful help, accomplish them. This we ask 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 17:16-31 

A  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 17th chapter: 

A  While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly 
 distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So, he reasoned in 
the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as 
in the market-place day by day with those who happened to be 
there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to 
debate with him. Some of them asked, ‘What is this babbler 
trying to say?’ Others remarked, ‘He seems to be advocating 
foreign gods.’ They said this because Paul was preaching the good 
news about Jesus and the resurrection.  
      Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the 
Areopagus, where they said to him, ‘May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringing some 
strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they 
mean.’ (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there 
spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to 
the latest ideas.)  
 



4 

 

 
 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: 
‘People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 
For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: To an 
unknown god. So, you are ignorant of the very thing you worship 
– and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.  

‘The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by 
human hands. And He is not served by human hands, as if He 
needed anything. Rather, He Himself gives everyone life and 
breath and everything else. From one man He made all the 
nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He marked 
out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their 
lands. God did this so that they would seek Him and perhaps 
reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from any 
one of us. “For in Him we live and move and have our being.” 
As some of your own poets have said, “We are His offspring.”  

‘Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone – an image 
made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now He commands all people everywhere to 
repent. For He has set a day when He will judge the world with 
justice by the Man He has appointed. He has given proof of this 
to everyone by raising Him from the dead.’ 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.      

C  Thanks be to God. 
  

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13-22 

A  A reading from the first letter of Peter, the 3rd chapter: 

A  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do 
not fear their threats; do not be frightened.’ 15 But in your hearts  
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to  
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 
good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For 
it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
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the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made 
alive, He went and made proclamation to the imprisoned 
spirits – 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. 
In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through 
water, 21 and this water symbolises baptism that now saves you 
also – not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
clear conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22 Who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand – with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to 
Him. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.     

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 14th chapter: 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said]: 15 ‘If you love Me, keep My commands. 16 And I will 
ask the Father, and He will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you for ever – 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you 
know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 
will not see Me anymore, but you will see Me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 On that day you will realise that I am in My 
Father, and you are in Me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has My 
commands and keeps them is the one who loves Me. The one 
who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I too will love 
them and show Myself to them.’ 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:    “Father Welcomes” (LSB 605) 

 
Text/tune: Robin Mann, 1949 Text/tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Hymn License no. 110006046 

SERMON:           “Connecting With God” (Acts 17:27)       
    

THE NICENE CREED 
         I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

         I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son 
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 
were made— who, for us and for our salvation, came down  

 from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under  
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 Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day  
 He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

 whose kingdom will have no end. 
        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father  

 and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the 
world to come. Amen. 

OFFERTORY: You are welcome to place your offering in the basket at the rear of 
the church, as you enter or leave worship. During the Offertory, these gifts will be 
presented at the altar—along with our thanks for all the gifts God’s people give, 
including online, and on other occasions.  

P Let us bless and praise the Lord.   

C All good things come from Him. 

P Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

C His steadfast love endures forever. 

P O Lord, receive our offerings: 

C Our love, devotion, joy, and gifts—for the praise of Your  
    name, now and always.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

       (Each petition ends: P Lord, in your mercy, C Hear our prayer.) 
 
 

THE LORD'S SUPPER Please read before communing. 
- We believe that, in Holy Communion, Christ is here, truly present, body and 
blood with the bread and wine. 

- We believe that as we come to the Supper having confessed our sins, we receive 
what Jesus offers: forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 

- We believe God desires all adult baptized Christians, who share this 
understanding, and trust that Jesus can forgive them, to come to His table. 

- If this is your belief, we welcome you to receive the Lord’s Supper here at this, 
the Lord’s Table.  

*The Lord’s Supper is for young people who are able to self-evaluate and have 
received instruction as to its meaning and purpose. 

 * Non-alcohol wine is located in a separate tray. 
* The pastor will describe how communion will be administered 
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PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you.      

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.           

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
 in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. For He is the 
true Passover Lamb which was offered for us and has taken away 
the sins of the world. By His death He has destroyed death, and by 
His rising to life again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done  

                  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever.  Amen. 
         

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”  
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper and when     
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new covenant in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.    

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION:  

“In the Bread, In the Wine” 

Refrain:  In the bread, in the wine,  
Jesus Christ is here in space and time 

With His body, with His blood,  
Jesus comes to offer us forgiveness 

We are stone but Jesus makes us flesh  
With His body and His blood 

We are stale but Jesus makes us fresh  
With His body and His blood Refrain: 

We are sick but Jesus makes us healthy  
With His body and His blood 

We are poor but Jesus makes us wealthy  
With His body and His blood Refrain: 

We’re divided but Jesus makes us one  
With His body and His blood 

We are sin but Jesus makes us holy  
With His body and His blood Refrain: 

Michael Gillingham/©1997 Used by permission of composer 
 

                “Children Of The Heavenly Father” (LSB 725) 

 
           Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 

          Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
     preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father: In the Holy Supper of Your 
Son’s body and blood, You have given us a foretaste of the feast 
to come. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage so that, on the Day of His coming, we may, together 
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom, which has no end. This we pray through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 
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GREETING AND BENEDICTION  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
     The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look upon you with favour and T give you peace.  

C Amen.  
 

 CLOSING HYMN:     “O Blessed Spring” (LSB 595)      

 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953 Tune: English Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg      

Fortress. LSB Hymn License no. 110006046 Public domain 
 

P Go in peace and serve the risen Lord.     

C Thanks be to God!  
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